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Having 4 deſi re to depart, and to be | of 
with Chriſt, which is far Better: s 1 — 
legal to abide mm. the feb es. | A 7 
more needful for hon. e bas 288 GE 


PE” Dilemma ſtood . thus 
with our holy Apoſtle; 32 
he departed hence, if he 4 F 
T ſhot the great Gulph. 5 
which ſeparates this World from the 
other; he Hhould enter immediately 
upon a better State; he ſhould much 
amend and improve his preſent. Situa- 


of * % + : | 1 
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tion ; he ſhould not only be quiet from | 


the Fear of Evil; not only 1 from 1 | 
his Labours, and be ſhelter'd from the i 
Storms and Tempeſts of this rough Ele- 
ment, when arrived at the Haven where. 
be would be; but he ſhould moreover 
ſo be with Chriſt, as to be a Partaker of 
his Joy and Glory; ſo eſcape the Af- 
flictions and Troubles, the Difficulz: 
ties and Embarraſſments, of the Liſe 
which now 15, as to taſte the Beati- 
tudes, and to behold the Beauties of 
that Life, which, as yet, ic bid with 
Chriſt in Gad. Therefore, with theſe . 
Views before him, to die (He account- 
ed) would be ſure Gain to him, v. 21, 

On the other hand; 19 abide i 2 the | 
Fleſh (agurithfianding the immediate 
Advantages which a Faith fo ſtron, g 
and lively as his might promiſe him 
from the Inſtant of Uncloathing) car- 
ried mi f it ſuch ſignal Uſes to hig 


. J 
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Fock, and ſuch abundant Benefits to 
dhe Church of Chriſt, that He, who 
was ready to endure any thing for the 
Sake of it, was content with poſtpo- 
ning his own, to the common Intereſt, 
and even with an Abſence from Chriſt, 
chat He might be preſent with his Peo- 
Die. Such, and fo extenſive, on the 
one hand, as a publick Perſon, were 
We the Ardours of the Paſtor's Charity :: 
W {uch, and fo fervent on the ather, as a 


HE private Perſon, were the — 1 
bis Cbriſtian Piety. 

144 my farther Procedure upon as 
Ty ext thus opened, it is my NS 


I. To ſtate the Reaſons proper to 
both Sides of the * contigs 


» 4 
* wz 
9 Fy % 
© e * 
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; 
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IL. To conſider, what ſhould, and 
eught to be the Reſult of thoſe Rea- 


ſons 
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ſons; what the Behaviour of * per. 

ſons reſpectively concerned in them, in 
| order to render the Proſpect ariſing 
1 from them rational and well-founded, 


© | III. Since the two Views in the Caſe 
| before us may ſeem to oppoſe, and 
croſs upon, each other; I would exa- 
. mine, what, upon the whole, ſhould be 
1 a good Man's Conduct and Determina- 
tion with reſpect to each of them, and 
4 how he may beſt reconcile to himſelf” 
N their interfering Demands upon him. 


IV. I ſhall conclude with ſome Ob- 
ſervations ariſing as well from the Ar- 
gument itſelf, as from the mournful 


Occaſion which hath brought me to 
this Place. 


I then, I am to ſtate the Reaſons 
proper to each Side of the Queſtion 
nh con- 


| Death of Dr. RockRS. 7 
contained in my Text; which con- 
fiſts (as I have . * two 
| Branches. 

; 1. The good Man s Deſire to de- 
vl part, and to be with Chriſt, which, 
for him, is repreſented as far better, 

in his perſonal and private Capacity, 
chan a longer Continuance Ne _ 
preſent Scene. 

, 2. The oppoſite View of: abiding 
i the Fleſh, when his ſeveral Rela- 
tions to the World about him, ren- 
der his Abode here uſeful and ſer- 
viceable in ſocial Life. 5 

1. Upon the former of theſe Views, 
let us inquire, why a good Man 
ſhould defire to depart hence ; why 
it 1s far better for him to do ſo, than 


to abide any longer in the ap which 
NOW is. 


Becauſe, firſt, the Life * now 
15 is a Life of Care and Temptation, 
of 


Sermon on tbe 


of Entanglement and Danger, and 
bath very little in it of ſolid Comfort, 


to be ſet in the Scale againſt ſuch 


great and manifold Diſadvantages. 


Here, if we take our Eſtimate from 


the Bulk of Mankind, and from the 
Caſe of the great Majority; we ſhall 
find them ſurrounded, on all Sides, 


with Cares and Inquictudes, with Dif- 


ficulties and Fears, eating out before- 


hand the little Enjoyment which 


might otherwiſe be expected from the 
Succeſs of any laudable Purſuit, and 


making them pay too dear even for 
their beſt Acquiſitions. Proviſion for 
mere Subſiſtance, is the Buſineſs and 
Drudgery of far the greateſt Num- 
bers; in ſeeking for which, the Occa- 
ſions of Guilt do often encounter and 
prove too hard for them. As you riſe 


higher in your Views of Liſe, the Hort- 


Zon may clear up a little more to you; 
but 


Death of Dr. Roc kRS. 9 
but ſtill there will be more of Cloud 
and Vapour, than of clear Sunſhine or 


of ſettled Fair in it. The middle 
State, which neither ſinks us into the 


Depths of Poverty; nor exalts us to 
the Heights of very great Abundance, 
ſeems to promiſe, and might perhaps 


procure for us, the largeſt Meaſure of 


Happineſs, Repoſe and Security, which 


this World can furniſh, would our reſt- 


leſs Paſſions ſuffer us to abide by it with 


Content and Patience, and to gather 
thoſe Fruits from it, which it is made 
to bear. But as, in this Caſe, there is 


a Vale beneath us, which we may be 


anxious to avoid, and an Hill above 
us, which we may be ſolicitous to 
reach; as Sufficiency is a Word of an 


undetermin d Meaning, and the Op- 
portunities of ſome farther Progreſs, 


ſome little Improvement of our pre- 


ſent Situation; are always at hand, 
580 B warmly 


| 


warmly plying, and often diſappoint- 


leſs hazardous. The fewer Objects 
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ing us; hence we are frequently plun- 


ged into Difficulties and Embarraſſ- 
ments, Temptations and Snares, equal, 


if not ſuperior, to any, which infeſt 
and entangle others who move in a 
narrower Sphere, and in lower Life. 
Their Views being leſs. extenſive, are 
perhaps, leſs perplexing, and ſurely, 


their Paſſions have to encounter, the 
fewer are the Chances they have, for 
being either tormented with their end- 
leſs Cravings, or endanger'd by an ex- 
ceſſive Indulgence to them. Even the 
few who gain the Top of the Hill, or 
were originally placed upon it, or near 
it, have a Sphere to move in, which 
they will find and feel it difficult to 


adorn, and which may eaſily be abu- 
ſed to Purpoſes, ending in Reproach, 
and in final Ruin. The Signatures of 


- . God's 


Death of. Dr. Rod RS. II 
God's original | Curſe upon it, ſtill 
are viſible over the Face of the whole 
Earth; which of its own accord, pro- 
duces little for us, but Thorns and 
 Thiſtles; and if we would have better 

Fruits from it, we muſt dig and ſweat 
for them, and earn them by Toil and 
Travail, before we can expect to reap 
or to enjoy them. 

Nov though Temptation in gene- 
| ral, as Afﬀfuciion in particular (which 
is one ſpecial Branch of it) when 
well endured, will indeed work out 
for us, a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal Weight of Glory; yet, whatever 
any Man's Behaviour may prove in 
the Article of Danger, and in the 
Heat of Action; a prudent Man would 
not thruſt hi mſelf into it, would be 
glad of being no longer expos d to it, 
. the Neceſſity or Expediency of 


f Genefis iii. 17, 18. | 
B 2 Things 
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Things requires from him; ſince, as no 
Man can be ſure before-hand how his 
Conduct and Courage will come out 
in the Time of a trying Conflict, he 
would ſhun it if he fairly might, and 
however he may happen to deal with 
it, when forced upon him, he would 
hearken with Pleaſure to the Sound of 
a Retreat. It is a Caution to the beſt 
of Men, juſtly founded in the Nature 
and Poſture of the Things about them, 
even when they think they ſtand firm- 
eſt, to take heed leſt they fall : which 
is ne good Reaſon why they ſhould 
deſire a Reſt from their Labours, and 
2 Security from farther Dangers, 

| Another Reaſon why their Depar- 
ture hence ſhould be o them deſtras 
- is, becauſe, 

It exchanges this hazardous 3 
eb State for a better; not on. 
A Are to them Reſt and Furl 

uk 
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but Joy and Comfort, The Conſe- 
quence it immediately leads to, is be- 
ing with Chriſt, being far better _ 
here. & 
The View of mere Reſt alone, * 
of an Eſcape from any farther Diffi- 
eulty or Struggle, were perhaps a Rea- 
fon ſomewhat too ſoft, and too effemi- 
nate, for the Courage and Confidence 
of a brave and an honeſt Chriſtian. 
But to be with Chriſt, to be in any 
Meaſure a Partaker with Him of his 
great Conſolation, of his Refreſhment, 
his Recompence of Reward, is a more 
awakening Motive to this Deſire, and 
will juſtify it upon all the Reaſons 
which are known to be the Hinges of 
human Action, and to govern us in 
our Choice of Good, or in our Refu- 
{al of Evil. 6 | 
_. What is particularly implied in this 
Exchange of Conditions, this Being 
will 


i 2 2 * 


with Chriſt, this Removal from one 
World to another, is not indeed expli- 
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citely declared to us. But fince Re- 
velation hath, in Terms expreſs, aſſu- 
red us, that it will be Gain to us; ſince 
to be with Chrif implies, in the very 
Name of it, a vaſt Improvement of 


our preſent Situation; ſince a Know- 


ledge more extenſive and abundant, 


a Will more refined and rectify' d, Af- 
fections more pure and regular, and 


thence, upon the whole, an Happineſs 
more clear of all Incumbrance and 


Alloy, may eaſily be conceiv'd as the 


natural Conſequences of ſuch our Re- 
moval; Theſe the good Chriſtian, 
when he enters into the Joy of his Lord, 
may well expect, ſhould be his bleſſed 


Portion; whatever Capacities he car- 


_ ries hence with him for his comforta= 


ble Sub ſiſtence in thoſe better Manſi- 


ons, He may reaſonably hope, will 
DS, be 
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be filled to the uttermoſt; whatever 
the liberal Hand of a faithful Crea- 
tor and a merciful Saviour can graci- 
ouſly diſpenſe to him, under Circum- 
ſtances which will not perhaps admit 
him to partake of their Bounty, in its 
fulleſt Meaſures; of this, and of more 
indeed than can enter at preſent into 
his Heart to conceive, his paſt Experience 
doth well intitle him to the future 
Proſpect; fo that when he rejoices in 
Hope of the Glory of God, it will be na- 
tural for his Deſire to be moving to- 
wards it, with all holy and heavenly 


Aſpirations : His Soul will be athirſt | 


for God, even for the Living God, and 
will preſs upon him the moving Queſ- 
J tion of the pious + Pſalmiſt, When 
# ſhall T come to appear — the Pre- 
a of God? 


4 Pfal. xlii. x. | 
Con- 
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Conſider' d, I ſay, in his il 
and private Capacity, this, one would 
think, ſhould be the genuine Ten- 
dency of a gore Chriſtian $ Dine Ire, 
But then 

2. We are to conſider farther, what 
reaſonable Check, and what juſt Al- 
hay may be given to this Deſire, even 
with the beſt of Men, from the View 


of being uſeful and ſerviceable to the 


World about them; to their ſeveral 
Relations in Life; to their Religion 
and Country; to their Families and 


Friends. 


The Duties of ſocial Life have their 
proper Hold upon us; as the great 
Law of Benevolence, is of vaſt Extent 
and in its mighty Compaſs, ſtretches 


out its Obligation to all our Powers. 


So that were it poſſible for us to do 


good to the whole Creation of God, 
He would expect it from us in Obe- 
| 3 dience 
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dience to his W ill, and in Conformity ; 


to the Schemes of his holy Provi- 
_ dence : But ſince the neceſſary Limi- 
tation of our Nature and Abilities 


renders this impracticable; a good Will 


to it is ſtill expected from us, where 


no Opportunity is open for the Deed. 
Therefore, wherever the Opportunity 


1s open for it ; wherever the Sphere 
of our Adivity enables us to dif- 
fuſe the Offices of our Benerolence; 
wherever the Concernments of Things 
or Perſons, we may happen to be at- 
tach'd to in any Relations of Life, 
enable us to extend our Help to them; 


there, this great and primary Law of 


our Nature faſtens upon us imme- _ 


diately, and claims from us the beſt 
Obſervance we can pay to it; and 
what we cannot actually do for Want 
of Power, obliges us to b at leaſh 


that we might and could do. 80 


C ME that 


” y 
m_— p 
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that a Man, who moves in a publick 
Station, and hath thence the Advanta- 
ges of being ſerviceable Ras uſeful in 
it, may well * juſtly ſoften the Ar- 
dour of his Deſire for a Removal from 
it, may be content and eaſy with his 
Continuance in it, and ſhould perform 
with Alacrity and Pleaſure the ſeveral 
Offices reſulting from it. Even the 
moſt private Life hath uſually ſome { 
Relations in it, to which it may be of 
Service; and therefore may not be 
i too peremptory in its Deſire of an 
; Exchange. Indeed the great Author 
of our Beings hath ſo contrived and 
form'd us, that we need not much 
labour this Side of the Queſtion. 
WMe have naturally planted in us an 
| | | Appetite for Life; inſomuch that the 
| Matter would generally be well com- 
pounded with us, if by any means 
we could be perſuaded into a Sub- 
3 >. _ miſſion 
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miſſion to the preſent Loſs of it, with 
whatſoever Gain it may hereafter be 
attended. T 

| We have now conſider'd the Rea- 
ſons which may be offer'd for both 
Sides of the Queſtion contained in 
my Text; and are therefore to pro- 
ceed, 


II. Upon my next general Head, 
viz, What ſhould and ought to be the 
Reſult of thoſe Reaſons ; what the Be- 
haviour of the Perſons reſpectively con- 
cern'd in them, in order to render the 
Proſpe& ariſing from them rational 
and well founded. Now here 

1. The Defire of a Departure hence 
can never be a reaſonable one; except, 
by a Life of Piety and Virtue, and of 
an holy and heavenly Converſation, 
we have attained to a juſt and well- 
founded Proſpect, that an Exchange 


C 2 of 


A 1 on the 


of it will turn to a good Account with 
us. Then indeed we may be ſecure, 
when there is ſo much Hope for us in 
our Death; and may lift up our Souls 
to God in that trying JunAure with a 
chearful Confidence, commending our 
Spirits into the Hands of him who 
gave them. Otherwiſe, dark and gloo- 
my would the Proſpect be of a Remo- 
val even from this Vale of Miſery, 
were it to be ſucceeded by an Entrance 
upon thicker . Darkneſs, a Darkneſs 
which might even be felt, and upon 
a State of more unſupportable and 
more tremendous Sorrows. Nor yet 
2. Can the Deſire of a longer Con- 
tinuance upon the preſent Scene ap- 
prove itſelf upon any Views of Reli- 
gion, except it be founded either in a 
Reſolution to retrieve ſome paſt Miſ- 
carriages, or in a ſerious and ſettled 
E | Purpoſe of Heart to anſwer the great 
> De- 
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Deſign of our Maker by all poſſible 
Offices and Expreſſions of a diffuſive 
and real Benevolence. 

We very much miſtake the great 
Intent of our Creation, when we ima- 
gine we were born for ourſelves alone, 
to purſue independently our own De- 
vices, to frolick upon the Pleaſures, to 


ſurfeit upon the Enjoyments, to ſtrut, 
or to wanton, in the Pride of Life, 


No ! we were ſent into this World for 
much nobler Purpoſes, vx. to glorify 
God, by a Conformity of our Wills to 
his Image and Likeneſs ; ; to approve 
our Obedience in all the proper Teſts 
of it, which his Wiſdom and Provi- 
dence ſhall aſſign toit; to do all the 
Good we can in our Generation; and 
to fill every Station in Life, which ſhall 
be the Portion of our Lot, with Uſe- 
fulneſs and Sufficiency, with Glory to 
God, and good Will to Men. Upon any 
bother 
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other Terms, a longer Continuance in 
our preſent State would only prove a 
Burden and a Clog upon it, would 
treaſure up Wrath for us againſt the 


Day of Wrath, and increaſe the Hor- 


rors of our greater Damuation. But 
now 


III. Since the two different Views 
in the Queſtion before us, may ſeem to 
oppoſe, and croſs upon, each other; I 
proceed to examine what upon the 
whole ſhould be a good Man's Con- 
duct and Determination with reſpe& 
to each of them; and how he may 
beſt reconcile to himſelf their interfe- 


ring Demands upon him. 


To depart, and to be with Chriſt, 
is to Him much better, ſo far as his 
own immediate Intereſt and Security 
may be concern d in the Proſpect: 
But to others, his Continuance here 
| | may 
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may be of more Uſe and Service. And 


how ſhall he behave under Motives 


which draw two contrary Ways; when 
Szlf-love would perſuade him to 


the one, and B enevolence to the o- 


ther? 


This is our Queſtion; and the An- 
ſwer to it will be ſhort: Let him re- 
ſign the whole Event to Providence, 
which determines for every Man the 
Times and Seaſons, and the Bounds of, 
his Habitation. Doth the Father of Spi-. 
rits call upon him then for the Pay- 
ment of his Loan, and for a Return 
of his Soul into the Hands which pla- 
ced it for a Time in a mortal Body 2 
Let him welcome the Summons with 
that ingenuous Courage, which a Senſe 
of Integrity will inſpire, and the hum- 
ble Confidence of a Chriſtian juſtify. 
He may be removed from a Scene of 
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' Difficulties, which God in his al- wiſe 


Foreſight, may know would have pro- 


ved too ſhocking, to have been well 


encounter d by Him. For the Courſe of 
Life, and of various Adventures in it, 


may open Scenes upon him too intricate 


and perplexing, to be handſomely diſen. 


| tangled by the moſt conſummate Pru- 


dence and Virtue, in a State of Frailty. 
On the other hand; Doth the Will of 
Providence call him upon Duty, and 


demand his Abode upon the Station, 


aſſign d to him? Let him perform his 
part with Promptitude and Alacrity, 
and buckle to the Service with Dili- 
gence and Courage. 

So eaſy will it be to reconcile the 


two jarring Queſtions; when the Knot 


is left to be unty'd by Providence. 
But I muſt draw to a Concluſion ; ; 
and therefore go on, 
| IV. 
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IV. To 'make a few Obſervations, 
ariſing as well from the Argument it- 
{elf, as from the mournful Occaſion, 
which hath brought me to this Place. 
nas. 
I. 1 obſerve, that W with Chriſt i is 
© the immediate Conſequence of a good 
Man's Departure hence: So, be ſure 
it was, in our Apoſtle's Eſtimate, and 
I think that he had the Spirit of God. 
ALife of ſo much Uſefulneſs as his, 
which fo promoted the Glory of God, 
and the Good of Souls, could never 
{ otherwiſe have been exchanged for 
the better by him, if nothing but a 
State of Darkneſs and Inſenſibility 
Vere to have been his Lot, till the ge- 
P neral Reſurrection. Surely then it had 
been far better for him to have con- 
tinued his Abode in the Fleſh, where 
1 was ſuch an uſeful Inſtrument in the 


* Hand 
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land of Providence, for the Propa- 
gation of his Goſpel, and for the 
"IM of his Church. 

Perhaps indeed, an human Soul 
may be form'd originally with the 
greateſt Aptitude for Action and Per- 


ception in an human Body, when that 1 


/ Body i is diveſted of thoſe grofler Ma- 
terials which retard the Operations of 
the Soul, and choak it up with vile 
and ignoble Paſſions. © This will open 
to us a Realon for their Reunion, and | 


for a Reſurrection to perfect and com- 
plete their Happineſs. But the Hap- 


pineſs of the ſeparate, intermediate, 


State, imperfect as it is, is yet pro- 
nounced by St. Paul to be better than 
the preſent. From which Conſide- 


— 


ration, | 
2. The ſurviving Friends and Rela- 


tives of good Men, departed hence in 


the Fear and Favour of God, may 
derive 


3 
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derive to chemſelves Support and Com- 
fort under the Loſs of them. It i is 
indeed our own Loſs only, which we 
lament, when we mourn for theic 
Gain, who ſleep in Feſus. They who 
die in the Lord- are bleſſed, for they reſt 
from their Labours, and live elſewhere 
in a State of Joy and Safety ; whilſt 
we are left ſtrugling with the boiſte- 
rous Elements of this tempeſtuous 
World; often rebuffed, always retard- 
ed by it, in our Motions to the Ha- 
ven where we would be. 

8. I obſerve hence, the Uſefulneſs 
of the Paſtoral Office, or the Mini- 
terial Function. The extraordinary 
Gifts vouchſafed to our Apoſtle, did 
indeed ſignalize his Character with a 
peculiar Diſtinction. But are no Offi- 

ces now left for the preſent Paſtors 
of the Chriſtian Church, which may 
be of Uſe and Service to it? Is there 

= ng 
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no Word of Exhortation, no Help of 
Inſtruction, no Benefit of Admonition 
to be reaped from it; no Advantage 
from quickening the Sluggiſh, from 
warming the Indifferent, and from 
opening to his People the whole Coun- 
ſel of God in all the Wonders of his 
gracious Providence? Are all the Peo- 
ple of God ſo wiſe and knowing, or 
ſo ſolicitous for the one thing needful, 
as to render a Teacher needleſs, or a 
Monitor ſuperfluous? From the Bot- 
tom of my Heart, I wiſh they were 
ſo. But we muſt take Things as in 
Fact we find them; and not pretend 
to ſoar above the Clouds, whilſt we 
drag about with us theſe mortal Bo- 
dies. And then perhaps, the greateſt 
Deſpiſers of our Office will be found 
the Perſons who ſtand moſt in want 
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4. I come now to enter upon the 
hardeſt Part of the Province here aſ- 
ſigned to me; to condole and lament 
with you the untimely Death of your 
departed Paſtor. A Province, impoſ- 
ſible by me, very hardly praQticable 
by any one elſe, to be adorn'd with 
its proper Honours! To die, I doubt 
not, he hath found his Gain; he hath 
enter d, I am truly perſuaded, upon 
ſome Part, at leaſt, of the Foy of bis 
Lord. But his Friends and Relatives 
(ſuch were you all, and ſuch was I) 
will ſurely have Reaſon to bemoan 
their Loſs. 

I ſhould not mention among the 
Praiſes due to him, that clear, com- 
prehenſive and ſtrong Underſtanding, 
which God had given him, but for 
the excellent Uſes to which he ap- 
ply'd it. Many, I am ſenſible, ſport 
away the Talents of Nature, where- 


go A Sermon on the 
with they are entruſted ; but they 


- ſhould remember, that they are ac- 
countable for the Uſe and Improve- 
ment of them. Yet I would obſerve 
to you, that, as the ſupream Magi- 
ſtrate is the Fountain of human Ho- 
nour, God is much more fo in his 
marvellous Gifts; and therefore the 
Poſſeſſor of them becomes thence in- 
tituled to a Reſpect and Eſteem pro- 
portionable to the Largeſſes vouch- 
fafed to him of the Divine Bounty. 
Theſe well improv'd and duly culti- 
vated, are certainly the Foundations 
of a juſt anda laſting Honour, to 
the Man endow'd with them. How 
he improv'd them, the World about 
us is, or may be, throughly ſenſible, 
by the Opportunities of Improvement, 

which thence are open to it. His 

Works will praiſe him, when our Lips 
can no longer perform the grateful 
Office. 


Office. The Infidel and Libertine may 
ſtand thence corrected or inſtructed; 
as the Serious and Faithful may thence 
derive a farther Support and Confir- 
mation in their reſpective Sentiments 
and Practices. 
Had he been born of a Parentage 
which had eaſily led him to the high- 
eſt Stations in Life, he was amply 
qualify d for ſuſtaining and adorning 
them; as in a lower Figure of Liſe 
and Fortune, he was equally fitted 
for 1 improving, or for being content 
with, it. 
A Mind ſo exquiſitely ſorm d, fo 
beautifully turn'd, for any Situation, 
any Poſture of Affairs, to which the 
Appointments of Providence might 
have called him; ſuch an Indifference 
towards the Honours and Profits of 
Life, with ſuch Abilities to have acqui- 
red the one, and to have adorned the 
other 
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or for Buſineſs; as the politer and 
familiar to him. 


earlieſt Notice of his Invitation to this 
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other; are Talents very rarely to be 
met with in the ſame Perſon, and 
very hardly to be imitated by any o- b 
ther. For indeed the Contemplative 
is uſually leſs fitted, than we could | 
with it were, for the Active Life ; and 
fo, in the Reverſe, is the Active for 
the Contemplative. But he, by an un- 
common Felicity of Genius, was a- 
like diſpoſed to, and prepared for ei- 
ther; qualify'd alike for Retirement, 


ſeverer Studies were equally, in Truth, 
It fell to my Lot, to give him the 


extenſive Cure ; which, I am morally 
ſure, till then, he had never thought 
of, much leſs ſought after, or can- 
yaſs'd for, it. His Anſwer convinced 
me, that his own Choice would have 
fixed him in a Rural Privacy, rather 

t ö 


. oy. * 2 8 
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thin have enter'd him upon fuck 4 
* Publick Scene of Aclion. But a Call 
ſo unlook'd for, ſo utterly unexpect- 
ed, he eſteemed Providential as ſuch, 
bb obeyed it, rather than ' embra- 
ced it. | 

With the Simplicity and Godly Sin- 
cerity of the honeſt Chriſtian, with 
the harmleſ and galleſs Temper of 
the Dove, he had mix'd ſuch a due 
Proportion of the Serpent's N dlm, 
that as he would impoſe upon none, 
ſo he was not eaſily (ipaſelf) _ 
ſed upon. 

His Religion was pure and un- 
affected, his Piety real and ratio- 
nal, zealous without Exceſs, and 
temperate without any faulty Cold-- 


» Theſe, I well e were the Words of his 
Latter to me upon this Occaſion, though I have unfor- 


tunately loſk it. | 
R 8 neſi 2 
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as with all fit Urbanity and Freey 


the uglier for being ſo like it, for 
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ments, in the ſeveral Cures to which 
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neſs; free from 2 Re- 
oe and haughty Appearences; 
but agreeably ſeaſon'd with a pe- 


culiar Livelineſs of Spirit, as well 


dom of Converſe. 
He was an entire De ſpiſer of Craft 
and Cunning, that Ape of Wiſdom, 


deforming its Viſage by a wretched 
Reſemblance, and by an aukward Si- 
militude of Features. 

Of his publick Spirit he hath 
left behind him very coſtly + Monu- 


he had ſtood, for any time, re- 
lated. 
1 ; 


| + Above One thouſand Pounds ſpent in them; 
ſo that in his private Fortune he was never the 
better for any of his Preferments. 


Upon 


n 
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Upon the whole; in our Loſs of 
this worthy Man, this pious Chriſti- 


an, this vieil ant Paſtor, Religion, in 
general, hath loſt an able Champion; 


the Church of England in particular, 
a prudent. and deiner Defender; 
this Diſtrict, more eſpecially, ſo lately 
committed to his Care Þ, a diſcreet, 


a * 


+ Upon this Head I could not well be more 
particular, not from Want of Inclination to do 
Juſtice to the good Doctor's Memory (for 


which no body hath a greater Regard) but from 


the Shortneſs of the Time wherein he had ſtood 
related to his new Pariſh, and from my ſmall 
Acquaintance with any thing which had paſſed 
in that ſhort Time between him and his Pariſhio- 
ners. If upon this, or any other Article, a- 
ny Perſon of more Skill and Ab ility for the 
Purpoſe, ſhall attempt to do him more juſtice 
than I have done; I ſhall be ſo far from appre- 
hending it ill Uſage of me, - that my hearty” 
Thanks ſhall attend any ſuich Performance. For 
the reſt; the Sermon is printed, as it Was preath- 

ed, 
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a Kithfal, ** watchful Overſeer ; 28 
his Friends and Relatives have Aut. 
tained an irreparable Misfortune from 
it. | 
Yet let us not ſorrow as Men 
without Hope for them. who dye in 
the Lord, and are thence in a State 
of Reſt and Felicity ; rather let .it 
be. our conſtant Care and our beſt 
Endeayour, that when we ſhall de- 
part this Liſe, we may reſt in him; . 
as, we douht not, our departed 
Friend, and Brother doth; and, 
that at the general Re . by 
in the Laſt Day, Ve may be 
found acceptable in the Sight of 
GOD, and receive that Bleſſing, 
which his well beloved Son ſhall 
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ed, except any Taterfingations which the Hurry of 
the Compoſition had made neceſſary, ſhoule have 
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then pronounce to all, who love 


fed Children of my Father ; Receive 
the Kingdom prepared for you, from 
Foo Beginning of the World. 


CHRIST our Mediator * Re- 
deemer. 
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and fear him, ſaying, Come ye Bleſ- 


Grant this, we beſeech thee, O 
merciful Father, through ] E SUS 
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